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dissipated the initial scepticism that met early
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Methane does not survive long in the Red Planet’s
atmosphere, so the source must be recent. One
idea is that Mars was struck very recently by a
comet containing frozen methane.
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Adding to the intrigue are new calculations by Atreya
showing that dust devils and storms on Mars - known
to be frequent and intense - must be producing vast

quantities of hydrogen peroxide. This highly reactive SPONSORED LINKS
oxidant was inferred to exist on Mars after the 1976
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Viking experiments, but not actually detected until
2003.

All this oxidant must be destroying the methane at a
very high rate, Atreya said on Friday. That could
explain Mars’s uneven distribution of methane -
observed by Mumma’s team and others - as the
storms are local and temporary.

But it also implies that methane is being produced at
a much higher rate than its present concentration
would suggest. If so, cometary or volcanic sources
become even more unlikely, and the prospect of a
living source becomes slightly more plausible.
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